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LACY (John) 1664 -c. 1737. 

75 ^ 0 - In English, on paper : written by several 
hands in the first quarter of the 18th cent.: 
6f X4J in., 176 leaves : in contemporary 
leather binding. 

Record and letter book by the followers 
of John Lacy, the pseudo-prophet, dealing 
with spiritualistic matters and containing 
extracts from letters of ‘ Brother Timothy ' 
&c., addresses &c. of Lacy, and references 
to Elias Marion, Calamy and others. At fol. 
167, ‘A full and True Relation of y e strang 
& wonderfull Apparition [s] which were seen 
in y e Clouds . . . y e 6 th and 7 th of March, 1 7 1 5— 
16... To which is added, D r fflamstead’s 
Opinion concerning every individual point \ 

‘ Robert Scott, His Book. 1732/ (fol. 1 74 v ) . 
Bought from Maggs Bros., Oct. 1915 (catal. 340 
lot 1992). 

" The Camisards, who escaped from France early 
m the 1 8th century and took refuge in England, 
where they were known as the French Prophets, 
prophesied and worked miracles, preached com- 
munism, and heralded the advent of a Messiah ” 
(W- D. Wallis, ' Messiahs : Christian and pagan *, 
Boston, 1918, p. 163). John Lacy, born at Saffron 
Walden, fell under the influence of these French 
prophets. Calamy and others who witnessed the 
ecstasies testify to his physical agitation in * quak- 
ing , and describe his utterances as preceded by 
much hiccoughing, gasping, sighing and groaning, 
and, though perfectly articulate, broken and un- 
natural ” (D. N. B.). 
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